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SUBJECT: SOVIET RE-DEFECTOR NIKOLAY G. PETROV 

REFERENCE: STATE 212299, NOTAL AND STATE 193595 NOTAL 

1. NIKOLAY G. PETROV, 34, WHO DEFECTED TO THE UNITED STATES 
IN DJAKARTA IN JUNE 1972 AND WHO WAS SUBSEQUENTLY BROUGHT 
TO THE UNITED STATES, HAS DECIDED TO RETURN TO THE USSR. 

ON NOVEMBER 13 THE SOVIET EMBASSY INFORMED THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PETROV'S WISHES. A STANDARD PREDEPARTURE INTERVIEW WAS 
HELD IN THE DEPARTMENT ON NOVEMBER 15, 1973. PETROV WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY SOVIET EMBASSY CONSUL GALISHNIKOV AND 
ATTACHE BUTRIN, A KNOWN KGB AGENT. ONLY GALISHNIKOV WAS 
PRESENT AT THE INTERVIEW ITSELF. PRESENT ON THE US SIDE 
WERE AN INS INSPECTOR, A STATE DEPARTMENT PHYSICIAN, 

AND TWO SOVIET DESK OFFICERS. 

2. PETROV SAID DURING THE INTERVIEW THAT HE WANTED TO 
RETURN BECAUSE THE SOVIET UNION WAS HIS HOMELAND AND HIS 
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FAMILY AND RELATIVES WERE THERE. HE WAS NERVOUS AND COM- 
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BATIVE AND INSISTED THAT HIS DECISION TO RETURN TO USSR WAS 
ENTIRELY VOLUNTARY. 

3. IN CONTRAST TO HIS AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR AT THE OGANESYAN 
AND SOROKIN INTERVIEWS (SEE REFTELS), SOVIET EMBASSY 
OFFICER GALISHNIKOV WAS THIS TIME COOPERATIVE. HE 

URGED THE VERY RELUCTANT PETROV TO ANSWER QUESTIONS PUT TO 
HIM BY THE INS INSPECTOR AND TO SIGN THE STANDARD INS STATE- 
MENT CONCERNING VOLUNTARY ENTRY INTO THE US AND VOLUNTARY 
RETURN TO THE SOVIET UNION. 

4. GALISHNIKOV SAID THAT HE WOULD MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
PETROV TO LEAVE NEW YORK CITY ON AN AEROFLOT FLIGHT ON 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18. 

5. IF ASKED BY PRESS. DEPARTMENT WILL CONFIRM BASIC 
FACTS OF NOVEMBER 15 INTERVIEW BUT WILL NOT GO INTO 
DETAILS OF CASE. RUSH 
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